Rupture of infected pseudoaneurysms in patients with implantable ports for intra-arterial infusion chemotherapy.
Intra-arterial hepatic chemotherapy via implantable reservoirs is being used increasingly. In our department, five patients have undergone emergency surgery since 1991 because of rupture of an infected pseudo-aneurysm at the site of entry of the catheter. Surgical procedures included removal of the catheter and the reservoir, and closure of the affected artery with or without reconstruction. Of these patients, three (60%) died from uncontrollable sepsis. The poor prognosis emphasizes the need, in patients with carcinoma, for strict aseptic technique and hemostasis at the time of catheter placement, and for careful device maintenance.